M E ET TH E CO U N Cl L s Your opportunity to get

to know the people behind the BDoY competition

An introduction to Tina Haynes,
Company Secretary NHS

Ed: Tell me what being the ‘Company
Ed: Tina, welcome to ‘Meet the Council’, How  Secretary’ of BDoY entails.
long have you been involved with BDoY and  TH:In my role with BDoY, | am responsible for
organising and attending meetings, managing
TH: | first became involved with the UK Bus official minutes, booking hotel rooms, and
Driver of the Year competition when jointly  coordinating the gala dinner at the National
Final in Blackpool, which welcomes more
than 400 guests on the Saturday evening. You

what is your role?

organising the local competitions for First
Manchester with Keith Fieldhouse, who is

“Where are my sandwiches?”

nine years in an equally fulfilling role in the

® Tina Haynes

now the Director of Operations of BDoY, in might think that after organising such a large

charge of the course. | have been proud to

event my work would be done, but far fromit!  continue with what you do?

serve as the Company Secretary since 2009 I'm up again at 6am on the Sunday morning to TH: | continue to support BDoY because |

Ed: | believe your bus industry experience
stretches back even further?

help run and mark the theory test alongside
my BDoY colleague, Paul Martin!

believe it is one of the best ways to show our
appreciation for the challenging and vital work

TH: It does, as young as | look! (Smile!) | have Ed: With so much commitment doesn't your our drivers undertake every single day. Seeing

over 26 years of experience, including nine
as a driver and eleven years working in the
training department. The title ‘Company

what it takes to be a good bus driver in

family miss you?

TH: They don't get a chance to, they're
there too, helping to ensure the competition ~ about giving something back to the drivers.
Secretary’ belies the fact that | know exactly  runs smoothly - signing drivers on, checking [ . . :
licences, and making sure the marshals are well  like a family reunion—full of camaraderie,

how proud the drivers are when they win at
Blackpool gives me a real buzz. For me, it's all

The annual competition in Blackpool feels

modern traffic conditions and | understand fed on the Sunday. It truly has become a real sportsmanship, and celebration. It is a wonderful

exactly how hard all of our competitors have  family affair.
worked to reach the BDoY final.

Ed: Is that still your day job?

TH: Not anymore, but | have spent the last

weekend that honours the very best drivers in

Ed: That has become a great theme of the the country.
BDoY finals, family support, what a great [
example your family sets! What drives you to Thank you very much, Tina.

Ed: That's a wonderful note on which to end.

And now for
the awards!

As you open this page out you
will find all the award winners
in their very well-deserved
moment of glory! -
Presenting the trophies for the 2025 final is John Sheehy,
CEO of TBF, the Transport Benevolent Fund, who told
Middle Walk Times how much he had enjoyed his day:

“It was my first time at the National Final of the Bus Driver
of the Year. TBF is proud to be one of the sponsors, and as
a charity we understand the impact the awards have on bus
drivers and the industry at large. You could feel the buzz
amongst the drivers on the day of the competition.

| enjoyed being a passenger on a couple of bus rides and
take my hat off to all the drivers who performed well while
under examination. And then they had the theory test...!

It was a pleasure for me to hand out the awards to all the
winners and to see so many happy faces. | was also pleased
to see that many of the drivers were already TBF members.

| want to thank Joe Mackie and his team for putting on a
fantastic event; their hard work really paid off, enabling
everyone to enjoy both days.

TBF looks forward to continuing its relationship with the
BDOY and being a sponsor at next year's event."

John Sheehy
Chief Executive OfFficer

@ And we enjoyed your company,
John, thank you for all that TBF does
for our people in the industry and for
supporting UKBDoY -Joe

Congratulations ROSCO on 70
years of rewarding safe driving

The BDoY team was delighted to be joined
for the weekend of the Final by John Burch,
Chairman of the Road Operators Safety
Council, ROSCO, in their 70th anniversary
year.

ROSCO was established in 1955 to promote
safe driving amongst its members and has
grown to be recognised as the UK's leading
organisation in this field.

“I have had an excellent weekend” enthused

John, “It has been a pleasure to meet so many

drivers who wear their ROSCO badges with pride. For 70 years we

have worked hard to help develop a safety-first culture in the UK public
transport sector, encouraging drivers to go above and beyond to keep
passengers and road users safe, and we are very proud of all the drivers
who succeed in winning their badges.”

John explained “At the end of every year drivers of member
organisations who can demonstrate that they have had 12 months

of consistent blame-free safe driving are awarded a certificate and a
badge demonstrating their achievement. It is this strong incentive to
earn their ROSCO badge which ensures concentration on driving safely
every day.”

“ROSCO has been a long-time supporter of the
UK Bus Driver of the Year awards, Championing
Driving Excellence, and | am delighted to
confirm that we will once again be supporting
the competition in 2026!"

R
® Thank you, John, we have enjoyed your
company and your support for our awards.
Congratulations on your 70th anniversary -
and here’s to your next 70 years! - Joe Drivi ng safety
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And it's a Family affair

Driving his bus as close to perfection as possible and
having almost encyclopaedic knowledge of the laws
and rules which keep you safe were just two of the
factors which made Sunday September 14th 2025 such
a memorable day for First Bus North & West Yorkshire
driver Michael Leech. Achieving his ambition of being
crowned UK Bus Driver of the Year 2025 in front of his
wife Karen and daughter Katie made it very special

indeed as you will read in his reaction!

For the organising team, after
another year of hard work
behind the scenes it was very
encouraging to see 100 finalists
arrive on Saturday full of
enthusiasm and anticipation, all
that was needed was a good day
for the competition!

On Saturday afternoon briefings
were held for drivers and
marshals and the beautifully
turned-out buses, loaned by
companies from around the UK,
were checked out by drivers to
see what they might be allocated...

Saturday’s Gala dinner was another excellent
evening delivered by the Imperial Hotel staff and
much enjoyed by competitors, families and guests,
followed by an early night and as much sleep as
possible!

Sunday 14th dawned chilly but dry, with a very early
start for the team of invaluable marshals setting up
the signing-on desk, the driving course, the theory
test room and getting the buses to the start line.
Every driver must pass a breathalyser test, pick up
their start number and head to the temporary ‘Bus
Depot’ at the top of Middle Walk - from which the
first competitor set off at 8am...

Back at the Imperial Hotel the theory tests get
under way and there is a real buzz to the whole day
with results gathered, checked and double checked
until finally everybody gathers at 4pm for the prize
giving - with every emotion possible from elated
anticipation, through quiet confidence, to some
already planning to put things right for next year!

Prizes are presented in reverse order, so the
excitement builds until that final announcement

“And the UK Bus Driver of the Year
2025 is...!"

Wow-Michael wins!

=

Michael’s winning Drive.

‘MiddleWalk Times

: A memento of UK Bus Driver of the Year 2025
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We caught up with Winner Michael Leech to ask what the win

meant to him and his depot...
“Wow! This three-letter word perfectly

L]
~\\ =
sums up the 2025 BDoY competition for bus dl‘lver =

me oftheyear Z4%

After what | thought was a reasonable championing excellence since 1967

drive and theory test, fast forward to
the presentation and the tension and

excitement from all was obvious. When the trophies by myself!

my fellow team finalist David Nairn

was announced as 5th place overall and
runner up for First Bus, there was much
clapping and cheering!

After second place was announced,
everyone with First Bus realised that the
winner had to be one of them...

erupted! | was stunned for a second
before | was elbowed from both sides to  decorating accident!)
getup!

Back at the depot there was a whirlwind
of PR pictures for the company,
interviews for radio, newspapers and
industry publications, and a fantastic
reception from everybody at work.

| spent some of the money on things for
my first grandchild who is due to be born
Then, when my name was read out they ~ in March, and Karen insisted on some
new carpets for the house (after a recent

Iwould like to say a massive ‘thank you’

My wife Karen and daughter Katie joined  to everybody involved in BDoY, it has

me on stage for some pictures, which was — been an absolute privilege to be a part of

handy as there was no way of carrying all ~ all this”

Congratulations to Michael and all the winners and finalists in the 2025 UK Bus Driver of The Year competition
and we hope to see you all back to try again next year.
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unner up - 2nd Overall -
‘:‘Iick Perrr;, Go North East
To hear my name as 3 Major
trophy winner on just my
second time competing
was a surreal moment!
2nd overall, highest placed
Go-Ahead competitor and
competitor froma ROSCO
registered company on
their 70th anniversary was a

Quality AND
Quantity! ::

That is what our customers expect from
r their local bus service every day and so |
am delighted that our UK Bus Driver of the

All our winners from the 2025 UK Bus Driver of the Year competition...

Awards presented by John Sheehy, CEO of the Transport Benevolent Fund. i

Runner-up: Nick Perry
Go North East

Bus Driver of the Year 2025:

mazing! Go North East

® The BDoY Trophy and £1,500 sponsored

()
have celegrahtei/\ with Dsgvéirr ilft%sreiiﬁcc)i [E,hseelﬁtcrarl\e ) | Year 2025 final emphatically demonstrated |I:->|¥ Ghree:Rload 4 GoAhead it Michael Leech I/
edia and the Manag! ‘ i that both are alive and well in the industry! ighest-placed Go-Ahead competitor . :
F;tter of congratulations! The prize rTb\Of;etyreV\QélF%ary y ® The Go-Ahead Trophy and £1,000 First Bus North & West Yorkshire
for our 2026 family holiday and maybe ; The whole of our 2025 Blackpool weekend ~ Our Guests Highest-placed competitor from a H by -d db
myselfl ' d'try for the topspot— | Wasan example of quality —The Imperial : , company in membership of The Road ; Td eACO.ée”ttrg Trop ty § gnate " y Coventry xce|
| hope to return in 2026 an ‘try ‘| Hotel: the buses; the organisation; the Our guests this year included The Operators Safety Council oah cci den reven |onF ounci ) y
the work has already begun: 4| standards of the competition; the Gala Worshipful the Mayor of Blackpool @ Glass award and £500 ® The Road Operators Safety Council Awar
e ——— e —— dinner; our guests; the prizes and of course  Councillor Kim Critchley, John Burch, and £1,500
. the awards ceremony which rounded off the new Chairman of one of our long- (winning a total of £3,000) : mg EJB'CE\G( Egpr]y and £1,500
3rd Overall - Maciej ol the weekend. standing supporters ROSCO in thIS. their The John Boxall?\flgdallion _donated by the 4
Herman, McGill's Bus _ 70th anniversary year, and presenting BDoY C " r
Group m And for quantity, 100 of the best bus the awards John Sheehy, CEO of ° T?\ ounci l . ibreak in Lond
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competition more out of outstanding buses for them to drive. organisation which does such good cou.rteljsy of Iﬂ-' ﬁh'Ch willinclude la visit to the
curiosity and fun than in real My thanks beain with : work in supporting industry employees cHa_plrEa st_Sulr acs F(ants%ort Controt_(éentre
expectation, but after doin yt anks begin with our competitors, ezl ighest-placed First Bus competitor __
g without whom we would not have an

® The FirstGroup Cup and £1,000
Highest-placed competitor from a depot in
England

@ The Winstanley Shield and £100

wellin the local rounds made
it to Blackpool. Now finishing
3rd overall, highest placed

event! It was extremely encouraging to
see that over 60% of you were finalists for
the first time. That bodes well for both

Again, | thank them all for their support
both on the day and behind the scenes.

All the winners from the 2025 competition
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McGill's competitor and high i iti
L gnest placed competit th it d for the standards of i ;
fromad : x petitor € competition and for the standarads o My special thanks, as ever, go to L. °®
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youin 2026! Express competitor

the sponsors who support us and

- friends supporting our finalists throughout . : . . . ® The National Express Trophy
U the weekend. You were all very welcome enable ('jt @ rf]\apper.\, the Natlclmal‘d Th":d. Place: Maciej Herman p _ ) and £500
) and we hope to see you again. Stewards whose wise counsel guides McGill's Bus Group pawgrsnlenyt | - _ Christopher Godridge -
. i P 9
4th Overall - Simon us in running a fair competition; the — - i“ West Midlands Travel
Vincent, Plymouth City Digitisation and Blind spot safety driver training teams I:;\ack at base, the @ The BDoY Trophy and £1,000 r ‘ —
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